
There were 2 open board 

positions that were voted on. The 

new board members are Stacey 

Doll and Juanita Carriveau.   

Stay tuned for information 

regarding the next General 

Meeting that will be held in 

September 2017!! 

It has been an exciting year with 

Neighborhood Watch!  The 

board members continue to 

educate the public about the 

numerous advantages of having a 

NW group.  

This year marked a change for the 

Annual General Meeting; from 

being held in April to June.  The 

Annual General Meeting for our 

local Neighborhood Watch was 

held on Wednesday, June 21st at 

the Springfield Justice Center; 

with over 80 individuals in 

attendance. 

Officer Matt Newton discussed 

Summer Safety, Springfield crime 

statistics and general information.  

President Penny Hales reminded 

everyone that SPD would be 

happy to attend any individual 

watch group meeting to discuss 

their choice of topics.  

Annual Meeting Review 

Membership Update 

At our last general membership 

meeting on  June 21, 2017, we 

had 34 verified, active watch 

groups with a total of 775 mem-

bers city wide.  Our numbers have 

grown since then and we hope 

that the trend will continue! 

As of September 5, 2017 we now 

have 35 verified, active watch 

groups; 3 more forming; and a 

total of 827 members city wide.  

One group we would like to spot-

light is the Filbert Meadows 

group.  They began forming at the 

June general membership meeting 

and have since grown to 31 

households, and 41 members 

strong.  We went out to their 

neighborhood and held an infor-

mation meeting with special 

guests, Detective Crolly from SPD 

and the Chief’s Assistant, Wendy 

Polen on   July 13, 2017.  It was a 

great turnout, one of the largest 

neighborhood meetings to gauge 

interest I have had the pleasure to 

speak at.  

I asked the coordinator, Vicki 

Zoot, how she was able to facili-

tate such a large turnout.  She 

said she made and printed flyers 

and put them on her neighbor’s 

doors.  I think what we can take 

from the success the Filbert Mead-

ows group has experienced is that 

it is important to remember in 

this day and age, where we rely so 

heavily on technology, is that 

good old fashioned footwork and 

face to face interactions are still 

the best way to meet and get to 

know our neighbors.  
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The Springfield Police Depart-

ment invites the public to visit the 

Police Department at Springfield 

Justice Center at 230 Fourth St, 

Saturday, September 16 from 

10am to 2pm.  There will be safety 

information, refreshments, tours 

of the Department, police canine 

demonstrations, S.W.A.T. Van, 

Police Motorcycles, Police Bicy-

cles, and Patrol Cars.   There will 

be activities for children, such as 

games, and coloring books. We 

invite you to meet the officers and 

other Department 

personnel.  Come 

and meet McGruff 

the Crime Dog and 

learn more about how 

we can all work to-

gether to have safer 

and more connected 

neighborhoods.  For 

more information, 

contact the Spring-

field Police Depart-

ment at 541-726-3714   

Police Department Open House 

K-9 Korner (by Sgt. Humphreys) 

as being responsible for the stolen 

vehicle he had run from as well as 

other stolen vehicles. 

Officers were in the Gateway area 

searching for a hit and run suspect 

that had fled the scene of a crash 

on Garden Way. While searching 

the area, a male ran from officers 

toward Cloverleaf Loop. Officer 

Douglas and K9 Nord began 

searching the area where the sus-

pect was last seen. K9 Nord began 

tracking south through a grassy 

path that led into a cul-de-sac on 

Cloverleaf Loop. Nord tracked to 

the east side of 824 Cloverleaf 

Loop where the suspect was locat-

ed hiding on the perch of a chim-

ney along the side of the house. 

The male was arrested on out-

standing warrants and charges of 

trespass and obstructing.  

Officer Sorby and K9 Danner 

responded to assist OSP with a 

traffic stop on I-5 near Creswell. 

K9 Danner alerted to a small safe 

that was hidden under the driver’s 

seat. The safe contained 10 grams 

of heroin. 

The Springfield Police Depart-

ment’s K-9 Unit is back to full 

strength and our two additions 

are quickly learning the ropes of 

police work! 

Officer Kendrick and K9 Kosmo 

responded when an Officer had a 

suspect run from a stolen vehicle. 

Area residents last observed the 

suspect going towards some dump-

sters in the area. K9 Kosmo 

picked up scent at the dumpster 

enclosure and alerted. When an 

announcement was made, the 

suspect gave up. He was identified 

“We protect lives 

and property by 

enforcing laws and 

preventing crimes.” 
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Emergency 
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Non-Emergency 
541-726-3714 

 
Anonymous Tip Line 

541-726-3773 
 

Email 
police@springfield-or.gov 

 
Crime Prevention 

541-726-3729 



Since the opening of the Justice 

Center in 2010, Springfield has 

been enjoying the fruits of the Jail 

and Police Services Levy.  Our 

downtown area is flourishing 

because our business owners and 

neighbors are no longer being put 

off by the criminals who once 

overran it.  

For an additional $18-20 

(depending on the value of your 

home) per year, we can continue 

to enjoy reductions in: property 

crime, police response times, and 

the number of criminals roaming 

our streets at any given moment.  

The levy funding is used exclusive-

ly for Springfield municipal jail, 

police, and court services only.  

You may be thinking, “Didn’t I 

already vote on this?”  A common 

misconception is the Public Safety 

levy voted on during the Lane 

County elections is used to fund 

Springfield’s jail, police, and court 

services.  It is not.  That levy is for 

the county’s services only.  

You may also be thinking, “Why 

is the levy increasing?”   Spring-

field now houses female inmates, 

and as a result, has created the 

need for more jail staff;  and addi-

tional  expenses for inmate  medi-

cal resources has increased along 

with personnel costs due to infla-

tion.  

Housing females will reduce the 

crime rate exponentially as there 

was previously little to no recourse 

for the female criminal element in 

this area.   

The citizens of Springfield have 

voted yes to renew the levy every 

election, and this year should be 

no different.  We are excited to 

see how the Springfield municipal 

jail, police, and court continue to 

find ways to improve operations 

and reduce crime. Reducing crime 

is a community effort, and voting 

yes is our way of backing Spring-

field’s finest so they can continue 

improving our municipal justice 

system.  

marylouwaggoner73@hotmail.com, 

or Sheryl Grimes at 

sgrimes@springfield-or.gov with 

your suggestions. 

The Newsletter Committee wants 

to know what you,  the Neighbor-

hood Watch membership, would 

like to read in your newsletter. 

Some suggestions that were pre-
sented to the committee were 
articles or stories about:  

 Getting to know your fellow 
members 

 Tips for coordinators 

 Tips for block captains 

 Information about the police 
department 

 What happens at the board 
meetings 

 Topics on crime prevention 

 Event information 

 Volunteering opportunities 
for Neighborhood Watch 
and the Police Department 

Contact Mary Lou Waggoner by 

phone 541-729-3575 or email 

Message from the Board - Measure 20-273 

What Do You Want in Your Newsletter 
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If you would like to submit an article 

for publication in the newsletter please 

contact either Mary Lou or Sheryl.  



When to call 911 
Call 911 when it is an emergency and a prompt 
response is needed.  Call 911 if it is a life-
threatening situation or something is occurring 
at the time of the call. Examples include: 

 Fire 
 Medical problem 
 Assault 
 Fight 
 Traffic accident 
 Any situation that could result in loss of 

life or major property loss 
Government websites advertise calling 9-1-1 to 
"Stop a crime! Report a fire! Save a life!" This is 
because calling this number usually triggers a 
tiered response by the local police department, 
fire department, and emergency medical 
services (EMS) agency.  
 
What happens when you call 911 
911 calls are answered by trained dispatchers 
who will ask you questions to determine what 
kind of help you need. As soon as you call, a 
response is in action but you must stay on the line 
to answer more questions until the dispatcher tells 
you to hang up. You may be asked: 

 What happened? 
 Where are you? (Be specific. This is 

especially important if you are using a cell 
phone as the dispatcher may not be able to 
track your exact location like is possible 
when you use a land-line)  

 What is your name? 
 What is your phone number? 

Please do not assume that the call-taker has this 
information in the computer. All facts need to 
be verified to ensure that your emergency is 
handled as quickly as possible. 
 
Why you should stay on the line 
While you are on the phone with the call-taker, 
he or she can send your call to the dispatcher.  
Staying on the line with the call-taker does not 
interfere with the ability of the dispatcher o 
send help and will not delay the response. The 
call-taker may need you to stay on the line to 

Calling 911 and the Non-Emergency number 541-726-3714 

Important 

If you're not sure 

whether the situation 

is a true emergency, 

officials recommend 

calling 911 and letting 

the call-taker 

determine whether you 

need emergency help.  
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help direct emergency personnel to the right 
location or to provide additional assistance that 
can help ensure your emergency is handled 
correctly.  If possible, do not hang up the 
phone until the 911 call-taker says it is okay to 
hang up. 
 
What should you do if you’re put on hold 
If you call 911 and reach a recording which 
states that all lines are busy, stay on the line. 
Your call will be answered as quickly as 
possible.  If you hang up and redial, you will 
lose your place in line and a call-taker will 
receive a message that someone from your 
phone called 911 and hung up. The call-taker 
then is required to attempt to call you back; 
meanwhile if you are calling in to 911 again, 
two call-takers are now attempting to respond 
to your call. 
 
What if I call 911 by mistake 
If you call 911 by mistake, or if a child in your 
home calls 911 when no emergency exists, do 
not hang up, just stay on the line and tell the 
dispatcher that everything is OK. 
 
When to call the non-emergency number 
Using the non-emergency number keeps 911 
available for true emergencies. 
Some examples of when you should call the 
non-emergency number are: 

 When you are taking out your garbage, in 
the bushes you find a wallet or a pile of 
mail that appears to be stolen. 

 When you look out your window, you see 
some people out on the street who are 
behaving suspiciously and you would like 
to have the police check them out, but no 
obvious crimes are being committed and 
no one is in danger. 

 You return home after work and find that 
someone has stolen your lawnmower out 
of your shed at some point during the day. 

 
 



Traveling To and From School 
Whether your child walks to school, rides a bike, 
takes a bus or you drive them in a car, reviewing the 
following safety tips with them makes traveling to 
and from school a safer experience. 
 

Walking to School - Tips for Parents 
If you feel your child does not have adequate pedes-
trian skills to walk to school, either walk with them 
until you are confident in their ability or make alter-
nate arrangements for getting them to and from 
school.  

 If a child is young or entering a new school, 
walk the child to school until you are comforta-
ble with them walking by themselves. 

 Practice the route with your child id they are 
young or new to the school. 

 Make sure the route your child takes is safe and 
has a crossing guard at intersections.  

 

Walking to School - Tips for Children 
 Never take a short cut through a wooded area. 

Stay on the route you practiced with your par-
ents.  

 Walk to school with a friend or a group of 
friends.  

 Wearing light or brightly colored clothing in-
creases your visibility to drivers.   

 

Traveling by School Bus 
 Never step off the curb until the bus comes to a 

complete stop.   

 Always use the seat belt if the bus if equipped 
with them.  

 Do not move around in the bus. Stay sitting in 
your seat.  

 When leaving the school bus stay in view of the 
driver and always cross the street in front of the 
bus.  

 Even though traffic should stop for a school 
bus, always check both ways before crossing the 
street.  

 

Riding a Bike to School 
 Always wear an approved helmet when riding a 

bicycle.  

 Wearing clothing that is bright and colorful 
makes it easier for drivers to see you.  

 Learn hand signals and use them.  

 Ride a bike on the right hand wide of the road 
traveling in the same direction as the traffic.  

 Always stop for stop signs and follow the rules 
of traffic lights.  

 Learn and follow the rules of the road.  

 Do not listen to your iPod mp3 player or other 
music device. Always pay attention to the traf-
fic.  

 

Riding to School in a Car 
 Whether you are driving your children or car-

pooling, make sure each child is securely 
strapped into their seatbelt. Younger children 
need the appropriate car seat or booster seat for 
their age or size.  

 Have each child exit the car using the door on 
the curbside so they are not stepping out of the 
car into traffic.  

 Do not leave the school until your child, or all 
those in the carpool, are safely inside the school 
building.  

 

Backpack Safety 
Backpacks have become a staple of back to school 
accessories. They are great for carrying books and 
other essential school items and are available in a 
wide variety of sizes, colors, designs and styles. Yet 
these useful bags are potentially harmful if not used 
correctly causing possible shoulder or neck injuries, 
back pain and muscle and joint strains. The follow-
ing tips on backpack safety help reduce the chance of 
injury:  

 When a backpack is fully loaded, it should not 
weigh more than 15 to 20 percent of the child's 
body weight.  

 Never carry a backpack over one shoulder using 
only one strap. Always wear a backpack using 
both shoulder straps.  

 If a backpack has a waist strap, use it. 

 Choose a backpack with wide straps. The best 
choice is a backpack with a padded back and 
padded straps. 

 Use all of the compartments in the backpack to 
distribute the weight of the contents more even-
ly.  

 
 
 
 

Taken from http://safety.lovetoknow.com/
Back_to_School_Safety_Tips 

Back to School Safety Tips 

“Following back to 

school safety tips helps 

your child stay safe as a 

new school year begins.” 

Terry Hurley 
lovetoknow.com  
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Bicycle Hand Signals 



Springfield Police Department 

Attn: Neighborhood Watch 

230 Fourth Street 

Springfield, OR 97477 

Phone: 541-726-3729 

Fax: 541-726-3640 

E-mail: info@nwspringfield-or.org 

Mission Statement: 
Springfield Neighborhood Watch helps educate the 
community by providing free information on how to 
prevent and report crime; deters crime by putting out 
new/replacing old Neighborhood Watch signage; and 
most importantly, facilitates friendships between 
neighbors so they watch out for each other and the 
neighborhood. 

S P R I N G F I E L D  
N E I G H B O R H O O D  W A T C H  

Police Department Open House 
September 16, 2017 
10 am - 2 pm 
Springfield Justice Center 

 

NW General Membership Informational 
Meeting 

September 20, 2017 
6 pm - 7 pm 
Springfield Justice Center 2nd fl, EOC 

 

Jerry’s Safety Fair 
October (date & time to be announced) 
Jerry’s Home Improvement Center 
2525 Olympic Street 
 
 

NW General Membership Informational 
Meeting 

November 15, 2017 
6 pm - 7 pm 
Springfield Justice Center 2nd fl, EOC 
 

Springfield Christmas Parade 
December 2, 2017 
Begins at 1 pm 

 

Breakfast with Santa 
December 9, 2017 
9 am - 11 am 
Willamalane Adult Activity Center 
215 W C St 
(Sponsored by Springfield Citizen Police Academy 
Alumni Association) 

Upcoming Events 

  

Visit us on the web 

www.nwspringfield-or.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/SpringfieldNeighborhoodWatch 

Board Meeting Schedule: 

Board Meetings are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month at 4:00 pm in the Springfield Justice Center 230 
Fourth St. 2nd flr. (E.O.C.)  


