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How a septic system works

The solid material in sewage settles out in the
tank and is stored there until it is pumped.
The effluent (liquid) passes from the tank to
the drainfield where it is absorbed into the
ground and treated by soil organisms.
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Locating your drainfield

@ Check property purchase records for
an as-built drawing.

@ Get a copy of the permit from Lane County.

@ Probe with metal poker for tank/drainfield.

@ Look for drainfield (look for a slight
depression or mounding of the ground,
stripes in the lawn, or differences in
vegetation).

@ Contact the Lane County Sanitarian or septic
professional for help.

@ Avoid using a garbage disposal.
@ Don't flush anything but toilet paper.

@ Avoid using harsh chemicals. These can kill the beneficial “bugs”

@ Know the location of the tank and drainfield. Keep records.

Recommended Septic System Maintenance

@ Have your tank pumped out about every 3-5 years by a DEQ-licensed pumper. See Pumping

Frequency Table. You can find licensed pumpers in the phone book or online.

@ Have the tank inspected about every 3 years for function and sludge accumulation.

@ Conserve water. Your tank will need to be pumped out less frequently!

Watch for signs of
tank failure - including
wetness or pooling

over the drainfield,
backup of sewage
inside the house, and/or
odors.

that treat the wastewater.

@ Cover the drainfield with grass to prevent erosion.

@ Don’t drive, build, or pave over the drainfield.

Practice Proper Disposal!
Chemicals that go down your drain could end up in drinking water wells.

Pumping Frequency Table

How often your tank needs to be pumped depends on the size of the tank and the number of
people using it. Regular maintenance is the key to preventing failure and costly repairs.

Tank Household Size

(Gallons) 2 people | 3 people | 4 people | 5 people | 6 people

oy [ o o [ | o [

Note: Pumping frequencies are approximate. Have your tank inspected by a certified inspector if
you are not sure if it needs to be pumped. More frequent pumping may be needed if a garbage

disposal is used or if your tank experiences heavy use.

Source: Treat it Right (LCOG)




