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The meeting location is wheelchair-accessible.  For the hearing-impaired, an interpreter can be provided with 48 
hours’ notice prior to the meeting.  For meetings in the Council Meeting Room, a “Personal PA Receiver” for the 

hearing impaired is available.  To arrange for these services, call 541.726.3610.   
Meetings will end prior to 10:00 p.m. unless extended by a vote of the Planning Commission. 

 
All proceedings before the Planning Commission are recorded. 

 
April 21, 2015 

_____________________________ 
 

6:00 p.m. Work Session 
Jesse Maine Room 

______________________________________ 
(Planning Commission work sessions are reserved for discussion between Planning Commission,  

staff and consultants; therefore, the Planning Commission will not receive public input during work sessions.  
Opportunities for public input are given during all regular Planning Commission meetings.) 

 
 

CONVENE AND CALL TO ORDER THE WORK SESSION OF THE SPRINGFIELD PLANNING 
COMMISSION 
 
ATTENDANCE:    Chair Vohs _____, Vice Chair Nelson _____,   Moe___, James _____, Dunn _____,  
 

Koivula _____, Open Position _____.  
    
 

 
WORK SESSION ITEM(S) 

 
1. Establishing the Willamette Greenway Setback Line in Glenwood 
 
 Staff: Mark Metzger, Senior Planner 
 60 Minutes 
   

 
 

 
ADJOURN WORK SESSION OF THE SPRINGFIELD PLANNING COMMISSSION 
 

 

Development and Public Works Director,  
Anette Spickard, 541-726-3697 
Current Development Manager: 
Greg Mott 541-726-3774 
Management Specialist: 
Brenda Jones 541.726.3610 

Planning Commissioners: 
Tim Vohs, Chair 
Nick Nelson, Vice Chair 
Steve Moe 
Greg James 
Sean Dunn 
Michael Koivula 
Open Position 



COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM Meeting Date: 4/21/2015 
 Meeting Type: Work Session 
 Staff Contact/Dept.: Mark Metzger/DPW 
 Staff Phone No: 541-726-3775 
 Estimated Time: N/A 
S P R I N G F I E L D 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Council Goals: Mandate 

 
ITEM TITLE: ESTABLISHING THE WILLAMETTE RIVER GREENWAY SETBACK LINE IN 

GLENWOOD 
 

ACTION 
REQUESTED: 

No action requested at this work session.  On May 5th the  Planning Commission and 
Hearings Official will meet in joint session  to consider a proposal to adopt a  “Greenway 
Setback Line” for properties in  Glenwood  where this line has yet to be established. Staff 
will provide an overview of Springfield’s Willamette Greenway policies and responsibilities 
and will provide a preview of the proposed  Glenwood Willamette River Greenway Setback 
Line.  
 

ISSUE 
STATEMENT: 

Statewide Planning Goal 15—Willamette Greenway, requires local governments to 
incorporate Greenway objectives into comprehensive plans and implementing ordinances.     
Part of this responsibility includes the delineation of a “Greenway Setback Line” that 
establishes an uninterrupted line paralleling the river within which only water-related or 
water-dependent uses are allowed.     The  Planning Commission and Hearings Official have 
both  approved delineations of the Greenway Setback Line for various private and public 
properties with Willamette River frontage.    On May 5th, the City of Springfield, in 
collaboration with several property owners in Glenwood, will propose a Greenway Setback 
line for all remaining properties in Glenwood that do not have an established setback line.   
 

ATTACHMENTS: 1. Glenwood Greenway Boundary and Setback Line (Powerpoint presentation in a .pdf file 
format) 
2. Proposed Glenwood Greenway Setback Line (Aerial map showing the line in segments 
starting at the I-5 bridges and moving east parallel to the river and to Franklin Blvd.) 
 

DISCUSSION: On September 8, 2014 the Springfield City Council directed staff to work with property 
owners to complete the  Greenway Setback line for the entire Glenwood Riverfront in 
advance of development.  The City  hired Schirmer/Satre Group to assist with the field work 
and analysis required to recommend a Greenway Setback line for those remaining properties 
that  do not have established setbacks.    
 
Beginning in January, staff sent letters and made personal contacts with owners, 
encouraging  their participation in the setback delineation project.  In addition to two 
mailings, staff conducted an open, drop-in meeting with interested owners to discuss the 
Greenway Setback and how it might affect their property.   
 
 All of the  affected properties  south and  west of the Springfield bridges are outside the city 
limits and therefore the responsibility of the Hearings Official.    The area beneath the 
bridges was annexed in 2005 and therefore the setback is the responsibility of the planning 
commission.   
 

 Attachment 1 provides  an overview of the Greenway Goal; Attachment 2 contains a series 
of maps showing the proposed Greenway Setback Line for Glenwood.   
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