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A view lcoking east along Franklin Boulevard in Glenwood. Springfield officials want to turn this stretch into a more attractive, pedestrian-friendly strip.

Springtield releases plans to transform Glenwood’s gritty main drag

By Jack MoRran
The Register-Guard

LENWOOD — Visual clutter.

That’s the mix of buildings and
properties lining Glenwood’s main
el drag, Franklin Boulevard, as described
by Springfield officials in a 2004 report
detailing upgrades necessary for sucecessful
redevelopment.

The city is now moving ahead — on paper
— with big changes to the gritty corridor.
The city this week is putting out for public
review a preliminary -design plan that seeks
to transform Glenwood’s commercial center
into an area that would feature one of the
most attractive and functional thoroughfares
in the Eugene-Springfield area.

*This would change Franklin Boulevard’s
character substantially,” said John Tamulonis,
Springfield’s community development man-
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“We see
this as a
100-year
project
— a very
visionary
project.”

ager. :
The concept calls for widening Frank-

lin by as much as 100 feet in some sections,

to accommedate cars, buses, bicyclists and
pedesirians. A multilane roundaboui would
be built just west of the bridges connecting
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Springfield to Glenwood.
At its most elaborate, the street would

include low-speed business access lanes and
on-street parking on both sides. Landscaped
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medians would separate those
areas from travel lanes carry-
ing vehicles and Lane Tran-
sit District buses. Sidewalks
would be as wide as 16 feet in
some places,

Springfield officials stress
that it's early in the pro-
cess, and that the boulevard’s
width and design could change
substantially by the time
reconstruction actually begins.
It's also unclear just how
much the street work would
cost -— a preliminary estimate
is $30 million — and where
that money woulld come from.

But they also emphasize
that one way or another, the
Franklin corridor needs to
be upgraded to urban stan-
dards and made more visually
appealing to attract developers
for projects in the Glenwood
riverfront district, a 48-acre
pocket situated immediately
north. of Franklin.

Making room

The street upgrade “is
going to be a Key driver in
creating a first-class riverfront
development in Glenwood,”
Springfield Mayor Sid Leiken
said.

The city’s desire to max-
imize the riverfront area’s
potential and remake it into
a vibrant neighborhood filled

]

with homes, parks, restau- -
rants and shops means that
the bulk of new land required
to widen Franklin would be
taken from the road’s south
side. That mostly sidewalkless
strip is now home to car lots,
vehicle repair shops and other
commercial operations housed
in aging bulidings.

If the Franklin project pro-
ceeds as conceptualized, most
of those existing businesses
would be forced to close,
move or rebuild on smaller,
reconfigured lots.

“It makes me sick to even
think about it,” said Bill
Walker, a Creswell resident
who leases a south-side Frank-
lin lot to Frontline Auto Sales,

Walker himself sold cars
on the property for nearly 40
years before retiring in 1997.
He now depends on Front-
line’s rent to stipplement his
income.

He dreads the possibility of
the city forcing him to sell the
jand to widen the road.

“There’s no way they'd
pay me enough to egual what
it means to me in monthly
income,” Walker said. “It
wonid be devastating to me.”

“Im all for beautifying
Glenwood, but there’s other
ways to improve it than by
taking away peoples’. liveli-
hood,” he said.

Next door to Walker’s prop-

REBUILDING FRANKLIN

Community members can comment on a bo]d deS{gn concept
for Franklin Boutlevard in Glenwood during an open house _

meeting Tuesday night. -

Details: Meeting runs from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m, at Roarmg Raplds
Pizza, 4006 Franklin Blvd., in Glenwood.

The plan: The draft concept calls for two traffic lanes in each .
direction, plus sidewalks, bike lanes, bus lanes, landscaped 0~
medians, on-street parktng and low-speed access lanes adjacent )

to the main road.

Coming up: After Tﬁesday s meetmg, an adv:sory group that-
settled on the design concept will meet to decide whether
the plan should be forwarded to the City Councu for review on

March 10.

‘More mformatmn. The proposed desngns can be revuewed
online at www.gospringfieldoregon.info. -

erty, Goofy's Muffler Customs
owner Jeff Stuiz predicted
that if the city’s Franklin con-
cept moves ahead, he and sev-
eral other south-side owners
who need deep lots to main-
tain their operations will be
looking for ancther way to
make g living.

““If 1 don’t have this busi-
ness, 1 don’t know what 'l
do,” Stutz said. “This is my
life. I just don't think it's fair
to put 30 people out of busi-
ness so you can bring in
other people to enjoy it, If
they want to give me $2 mil-
liont and pay to relocate me,
then let’s do it. But it’s got to
be fair.”

Tamulonis said additional
space needed for the road

project would be acquired by
the city either through will-
ing negotiations with property
owners, or through exercising
eminent domain, in which an
owner can contest a city offer
in court.

A little dreamy’

Keeping a strong com-
mercial presence on Frank.
lin's south side is important
to the city, although it’s clear
that if the road is widened by
100 feet, many existing shops
would be eliminated.

“We're not looking to clean
the slate,” Tamulonis said.
“But we do expect to see
changes.”

Some of the frustration
bhusiness and property owners

feel regarding the city's
vision for Franklin Boulevard
is tempered by awareness
that a lengthy public pro-
cess and major funding hur-
dles stand in the way of road
reconstruction.

“The key guestion 1 have
is, ‘Will it ever happen?”
said John Oldham, owner
of Oldham Crane Service
on Franklin’s north side.
QOldham is part of a city advi-
sory group that agreed on the
street redesign plan that will
be reviewed by the City Coun-
¢il in March.

Despite participating in
concept design, Oldham ques-
tions whether it is realistic.

“I think this plan is a litile
dreamy,” Oldham said. “As
it’s drawn up teday, it would
dispiace a lot of businesses
and cause a great deal of
inconvenience 1o others. But a
lot of people think we're prob-
ably decades away from any-
thing like this happening.” .

Long-term plan

Springfield officials plan
to seek federal funding this
year to launch an environ-
mental study for the project.
That's the first step toward
rebuilding the street.

As for timing, city officials
have from the start expacted
that the Franklin upgrade
would occur by 2014. That

Videning Franklin would wipe out many south-side shops

date is included in a City
Council-approved plan estab-
lished after Springfield voters
in 2004 allowed the city to des-
ignate Glenwood as an urban
renewal district where tax
money cotld be set aside to
make public improvements.
City transportation man-
ager Tom Boyatt said it’s
important to allow enough

. time for the city to do the

Franklin job right.

“We see this as a 100-year
project — a very visionary
project,” he said.

Longtime Glenwood res-
ident Steve Moe, a south-
side property owner who also
serves on the city’s Frank-
lin advisory group, recalls

Araffic engineers saying the

same thing about Glenwood's
main road in the 1940s, when
it was widened from two to
four lanes. “They called it the
“100-year highway,’” he said.

Although he stands to lose
land if Franklin is redone,
Moe supports Springfield’s
plan.

“It's the best thing for
Glenwood, and I say that even
though T know it will impact
me,” he said. “I think new
development could happen
without (Franklin improve-
ments), but if they go with
this new design, it would cer-
tainly set up Glenwood for a
nice future.”
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