
Spring�eld 2030 Comprehensive Plan
Urban Growth Boundary Study

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How does the city determine where to expand?
A: Oregon law (ORS 197.298 and Statewide Planning Goal 14 OAR 660-015-0000(14) )directs how cities must
prioritize lands as they consider alternative locations for UGB expansion.  This law requires Spring�eld to �rst
consider land adjacent to an urban growth boundary that is identi�ed in the Lane Rural Comprehensive Plan
as an exception area or non-resource land to accommodate the amount of land needed.  So land that already
is zoned Rural Industrial, Rural Commercial, Rural Residential must be looked at �rst to see if it can meet the
land need.  This may also may include resource land that is completely surrounded by exception areas unless 
such resource land is high-value farmland.  

Q: What is the Spring�eld 2030 Comprehensive Plan?
A: The City of Spring�eld is preparing a new set of land use policies called the Spring�eld 2030 Comprehensive
Plan. The Plan will guide and support attainment of the community’s livability and economic prosperity goals
and redevelopment priorities, including why, where, when and how Spring�eld will grow over the next 20 years.

Q: Why does Spring�eld need a 2030 Comprehensive Plan?
A: Oregon law requires all cities to adopt Comprehensive Plans and to coordinate their public actions to be
consistent with the adopted plan.  Plans are based on 20-year population projections and must comply with 
a set of Statewide Planning Goals intended to guide the use of land to:
o Provide a healthy environment
o Sustain a prosperous economy
o Ensure a desirable quality of life
o Equitably allocate the bene�ts and burdens of land use planning

Also, Oregon law requires cities to plan and zone su�cient land within urban growth boundaries (UGBs) to
provide a 20 year supply of sites for housing and jobs —  based on detailed technical analyses of land needs
(population and employment forecasts, housing needs analyses, buildable land inventories, economic
opportunities analyses).

Q: Why is Spring�eld considering expansion in my area?
A: The areas north and south of Spring�eld along I-5 were identi�ed at the very beginning of the study 
because there is a lot of exception areas and non-resource land there.  Resource land can be considered if the 
identi�ed land need cannot be met on the non-resource land.  
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Q: Where can I learn more and follow the process? 
A:  Please visit: http://www.spring�eld-or.gov/dpw/2030Plan.htm

http://www.spring�eld-or.gov/dpw/2030Background.htm

Q: Who would approve the plan?
A: The plan requires co-adoption at the local government level by the Spring�eld City Council and Lane
County Board of Commissioners.  The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development must
approve that decision. 

Q: Why create a comprehensive plan?
A: Spring�eld must address and embrace 21st century challenges and opportunities while
ful�lling complex State land use planning requirements to designate where and how much land will be zoned
for housing, jobs and commerce to meet Spring�eld’s projected needs. 

Q: What is the main purpose of the plan?
A: Plan will set goals and policies that are an expression of the community’s vision, values and aspirations.
The Plan’s Implementation Actions and Strategies provide a road map for how these aspirations will be
translated into community investment strategies, partnerships, and development actions to grow and improve
Spring�eld.

Q: Who can I contact if I have questions? 
A:  Linda Pauly, Principal Planner at 541.726.4608 or lpauly@spring�eld-or.gov

Para obtener información en español, comuníquese con Molly Markarian al 541-726-4611.

Q: What public outreach and involvement has occurred so far?
A: Spring�eld started the planning process in 2007 and since then has had several open houses, public
meetings, surveys, advisory and focus groups to name a few of the outreach methods.
To learn more visit http://www.spring�eld-or.gov/dpw/2030Plan.htm
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